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God Chooses David To Be King (I Samuel 16)
Main Point: God uses people who have a heart that trusts in Him.
Key Verse: Man looks at how someone appears on the outside. But I look at what is in the heart. - 

I Samuel 16:7b
Materials: folded sheet of paper with heart drawn on the inside - one for each child; crayons, markers or pencils
Personal Connection

· Say: Have you ever wondered what it would be like if everyone around you could hear what you were thinking? Sometimes it would be really funny, but sometimes it might be awfully embarrassing! Have you ever wished that there was something about yourself that others really did know, but maybe they don’t? Leader, take a moment to see if someone in your group has something they would like to share, or share a personal story about a time you wished another person knew an important fact about you.

· Say: Not everyone can know everything important about us, but there is One who does! God knows us inside and out! When God sent His prophet Samuel to look for Israel’s future king, He knew exactly what kind of person He was looking for. He wasn’t looking for the most handsome man, or the strongest man, or the smartest man. God was looking for someone with a heart that loved Him. 

Hands on Application
· Hand out the folded paper to each student. Tell them to draw a picture of their face on the front outside flap. 

· Say: This is what people see every day when they look at us. They see our eye color, our hair, the clothes we’re wearing. God can see those things too, but there is something much more important to Him than how we look on the outside. He is looking inside to our hearts. Have students open up their paper to the heart inside. Ask: What kinds of things does God WANT to see inside your heart? Let’s take a look at these verses. After we read them, you can draw a picture of what God wants to see, or you can write your thoughts out in words. 

· Look up these Bible verses: Psalm 51:10, 119:11; Job 22:21-22; Proverbs 7:2-3; Matthew 22:37; Ephesians 2:8; Romans 10:9-10; Ephesians 5:19.

· Leaders of older students: if time permits, this would be a really fun time to dive into scripture and teach your group how to use a concordance! Show them how to find the concordance at the back of their Bible and have them look up the word “heart.” There they will find a number of scripture references that they can take turns looking up. Have students share verses that tell us what kinds of things God wants to see in our hearts.
Group Discussion

· Say: It is SO important for us to see that we can only have this kind of heart BECAUSE of God! The verses we just read tell us that GOD gives us a pure heart; HIS word changes us; We believe because HE gives us faith. This week, let’s ask God to give us a heart that trusts Him. Just like David, we can be used by God in a mighty way to do great things! 
Conversation with God (Prayer)

Pray for God to give each student a heart that trusts fully in Him. Then they will reflect the love and holiness of God to others!  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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